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ARMISTICE DAY COMMEMORATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.07 am]: I rise today to inform the house that 
next week I will be travelling to France to represent the Western Australian government at the Armistice Day 
service being held at Villers-Bretonneux to mark the 100th anniversary of the cessation of hostilities and the end 
of World War I. Members will be interested to know that this year, through the Department of Communities, eight 
young Western Australians will be taking part in a World War I tour of France and Belgium to coincide with the 
100th anniversary. The tour will include visits to battlefields in northern France and around Ypres in Belgium 
where Australian soldiers saw prolonged action and Australian casualties were high. This represents a unique 
opportunity for these young people to gain a more direct level of understanding of the history and horrors of the 
of the Great War. From a historical perspective, approximately 32 000 Western Australians embarked for service 
overseas in the First World War. By the end of the war in 1918, a total of 60 000 Australians had been killed or 
died from wounds or disease. More than 6 000 of these were Western Australians. 
Closer to home, to commemorate the centenary of the armistice in Perth, a series of films have been commissioned 
that offer an important insight into what life was like for Australian service personnel and the harsh reality of life 
on the front. These films are being shown in Yagan Square starting this week and running until 11 November. As 
well as two films telling the general story of the soldiers of World War 1, a third film has been commissioned in 
recognition of Australian women who were an integral part of the war effort. It recognises their selfless 
contributions and sacrifice. Similarly, the contributions of Aboriginal service personnel are a significant part of 
our state’s history and form the subject of a fourth film. The unfair treatment and lack of equality for Aboriginal 
soldiers when they returned from war still resonates today. I commend the hard work of all those in the Department 
of Communities on the production of these films and generally towards Western Australia’s recognition of the 
importance of the 100th anniversary of the armistice. I encourage all members to get to their local Remembrance Day 
services on Sunday, 11 November. 
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